POLICE FOECB, &c., KILKENNY, 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 21 April 1866 ^r, 

1. RETURNS “of the Number of Convictions for Assaults on the Agents of 

the Irish Church Missionary Society, in the City of Kilkenny, for the 
last Twelve Months 

2. “ Of the Number of additional Police Force lately introduced into Kilkenny, 

their Cost of Maintenance, and the Fund from which their Expense is to 
be defrayed 

3. “ Copies of all Reports and Correspondence between Mr. Curtis, Police 

Inspector of the District, Mr. J. Green, Resident Magistrate, and the 
Mayor and Magistrates, or any one Magistrate, of Kilkenny, vAiki the Irish 
Government, on the subject of the increased Police Force 

4. “ And, of Memorial or Resolution of the Grand Jury, assembled at Spring 

Assizes, and addressed to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and his Excel- 
lency’s Reply.” 



— No. 1.— 

RETURN of the Number of CoNViciioxs obtained before the Magistrates of the City of 
Kilkenny by the Members or Agents of the Irish Church Missionary Society, for Assaults 
committed upon them in said City, from the 21st April 1865 to the 21st April 1866. 



No. of 
Convic- 


Date 

when obtuned. 


PlaintifT. 


Defendant. 


Offence. 


1 


1856: Sept. 17 


Wm. Winton and 
' James Wanen. 


Patrick Bergen - 


Assault 


2 


„ Same - 


- seme - 


Joseph Powell - 


- same 


3 


,, Same - ' 


• same - 


Catherine Powell 


- same 


4 


„ Nov. 26 


Michael Cashin - 


Michael Cranny 


- same 


5 


1856 : Feb. 12 


Michael Cashin - 


John Lawless - 


- same 


6 


„ Mar. 26 


James Warren and 
M. J. O’Neill. 


Anne Doyle 


- eanie 


7 


„ April 16 


Michael Cashin & 
Const. Smith. 


Margaret Kelly 


• same 
Edt 



Particulars of Convictions. 



Fined 2 s. 6 d., or one 
■week’s imprisonment, 
like order 

These 

Like order 



. and 



sums 

paid 

into 

Court. 



Fined 20 s. 
cost. 

Fined 1 s. and | 
cost. 

Returned to Quarter 
Sessions. 

Fined 1 s., or 24 hours’ 
imprisonment. Com- 
mitted. 

\uvd Kelly, 

Clerk Petty Sessions. 



Kilkenny, 28 April 1856. 

1 r,? thp instant, transmitting, by direction of the 

In reply to your e Order of the House of Commons, dated the 2lst 

Lord Lieutenant, a copy convictions for assaults on the 

, at tLe Quart. Sesslous LeH in the 

dty of Kilkenny, for the last twehe months. ^ 

(signed) ’ Patrick Wattm 
^ ° ' Clerk of the Peace. 

Thomas Larcora, Esq., 

&e. &c. 8cc., 

Dublin Castle. — 
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RETURN of the Number of Assaults oa the Agents of the Irish Cuhrch Missionery 
Society, iu the City of Kilhnny, for Ihe Twelve Months ended 21st April 1866. 





Date of 


Date of Repoit 




No. 


Occurrence. 


to 

Constabulary OfBce. 


REMARKS. 


1. 


10 September 1855 


11 September 1866 




2. 


11 September „ 


12 September „ 




3. 


12 September „ 


12 September „ 




4. 


2 October „ 


8 October „ 




6. 


3 October „ 


4 October „ 




6. 


8 November „ 


8 November „ 




7. 


11 December „ 


13 December „ 




8. 


21 January • 1866 


22 January 1866 




9. 


22 January „ 


23 January „ 




10. 


23 January „ 


23 January ,, 




11. 


24 January „ 


24 January „ 




12. 


6 February „ 


7 February „ 




13. 


25 February „ 


26 February „ 




14. 


7 March „ 


8 March „ 




15. 


12 March „ 


14 March „ 




16, 


15 April „ 


16 April „ 





I have no means of ascertaining the number of convictions. I therefore annex a return of the 
assaults. 



D. McGregor. 



— No. 2. - 



Return of the Number of Extra Police introduced into the City of Kilkenny, 
and of the estimated Cost thereof. 

Number of men introduced - - - - - 19 

Moiety of estimated cost of 19 men per month - £. 27 16 2 



No insti-uctioDS have yet been received, with regard to the fund out of which 
the above cost is to be paid. 



D. McGregor. 



— No. 3. — 

Reports and Correspondence on the subject of the increased Police Force. 

From 'Robert Curtis,^ Esq., County Inspector of Constabulary, to Major-General 
Sir Duncan McGregor, Inspector-General. 



T , Kilkenny, 23 February ] 856. 

1 SEND you by this post the “ Kilkenny Moderator,” by which you will T)erceive 
how matters go on in this city, and are likely to continue. 

I fear they are not likely to mend ; but the greatest difficulty I feel is an regards 
the character of the efficiency of the police force ; for it is quite impossible to 
prevent these frequent attacks upon the Scripture-readers, except by actually 
accompanying them, I might almost say arm-in-arm, on all their peregrinations. 

it IS difficult, m a letter, to enter into a detail of the obstacles which present 
themselTes to an efficient protection of these men ; but some estimate may be 
formed of them from the line of conduct adopted by the majority of the bench of 
magistrates on the 16th instant, when they thought fit to charee it as a crime upon 
me, the having sent men m coloured clothes to protect the Scripture-readers; 
desIred^objM^^ ^ competent to use, as most likely to attain the 

I am 
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I am of opinion that something must be done, extin the means 'we have at 
present in our power to uphold the law, if these Scripture~readers continue their 
avocations in Kilkenny ; a course which I believe they aa’e determined to pursue. 

It is^ not easy for any person, except they wei'e on the spot, to conceive the state 
of excitement which has prevailed on these late occasions, and will imdoubteclly 
again prevail, should any case of a similar kind be brought before the Petty 
Sessions. 

I should be glad, if you did not think it unnecessary, of your advice and instruc- 
tions, under circumstances which, fi’om what you ai’e already aware of, you may 
believe to he somewhat trying. 

(A true Copy.) 

D. M‘Gregor. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 20 February 1856. 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inform you, that the proceedings of 
the City of Kilkenny Petty Sessions, on Tuesday, the 12th instant, have been 
brought under the notice of his Excellency, as reported in tlie “ Kilkenny Mode- 
i-ator” newspaper, of the 16th instant, more especially with reference to the obser- 
vations reported therein to have been made by you, viz. : 

“ Mr. Smitkivick . — I must say you ought to have made the distinction then. It 
was most improper to send a Catholic policeman on such duty ; and if I was in his 
position, and received such an order, I wouldn’t obey it.” 

His Excellency has directed this communication to be made to you, that you 
may offer such observations thereon as you may think proper. 

I am, &c. 

Edwd. Smithwick, Esq., J. P., (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

Borough of Kilkenny. 



Sir, Kilkenny, 22 February 1856. 

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your letter of the 20th instant, communicating 
the wishes of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant for my observations as to words 
said to be used by me at a petty sessions held at Kilkenny, on Tuesday, the 12th 
instant. 

I beg to say, for his Excellency’s information, that the report in the “ Mode- 
rator” newspaper, which you quote, is incorrect. This report I aver to be a mis- 
statement of the words used by me. 

At an adjournment of the petty sessions of the 12th, hold on the IDth instant, 
I took the first public occasion that offered to impeach the report to which your 
letter refers, and to give the true statement made by me on that occasion. 

I have to complain that what I said on the 19th instant was also mis- 
reported, much having been omitted, and more misrepresented, I hope not 
intentionally, but, 1 fear, with the view of leaving the first inaccuracy imcor- 
rected. 

I have, &c. 

Thos. A. Larcom, Esq. (signed) EdvA Smithwick. 



gij.^ Dublin Castle, 27 February 1856. 

1am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 22d instant, and I am to acquaint you that it is satisfactory to his Excel- 
lency to receive your assurance that the expressions attributed to you in the 
Kilkenny newspaper are incorrect, as, if the fact had been otherwise, his Excellency 
would have felt it his duty to have t^en other steps in the matter. 

I am, &c. 

E. Smithwick, Esq., J. P., (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

Kilkenny. 



2ti2. 
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— No. 4. — 

Kilkenny, 18 March. 1856. 

May it please your Excellency, 

I AM instructed by the grand jury of the city of Kilkenny to forward the 
enclosed Memorial and Resolutions for your gracious consideration. 



I have, &c. 

To His Excellency the Eaid of Carlisle, (signed) Daniel Smithwick. 

Dublin Castle. 



City of Kilkenny. 

Grand Jury Room, 14 March 1856. 

May it please your Excellency, 

The grand jury of the city of Kilkenny, at the “ Spring Assizes ” assembled, 
unanimously adopted the following resolutions : 

Moved by James M. Tidmarsh, Esq., Ex-Mayor, seconded by Joseph Wright, 
Esq. 1 

Resolved, “That this grand jury cannot separate without expressing its marked 
satisfaction at the extreme lightness of the calendar at this assizes, and the com- 
plete tranquillity and perfect freedom from crime which pervades, and has long 
pervaded, the city of Kilkenny, while they have learned with surprise and regret 
that an increased number of police has been added to the Kilkenny force ; such 
being, in the deliberate opinion of this grand jury, uncalled for and unnecessary ; 
and tliat, under such circumstances, any increased tax upon the cess-payers of 
Kilkenny for the maintenance of such police force would be a gross wrong and a 
grievous injustice.” 

Moved by Thomas Bradley, Esq., seconded by James Sullivan, Esq. ; 

Resolved, “ That a Memorial in accordance with such Resolution be prepared 
and forwarded to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant.” 

In compliance with the spirit and direction of these resolutions, the grand jury 
respectfully appeal to your Excellency, that you may be pleased to secure Kilkenny 
from the burden of any additional taxation for extra police force, at a time when 
the grand jury, who are perfectly cognisant of the fact, assure you that “ complete 
tranquillity and freedom from crime ” pervades the entire district now threatened 
to be taxed for the maintenance of an additional force, such force being, under 
the circumstances, “ uncalled for and unnecessary.” 

And the gi-and jury rely in full confidence upon your Excellency’s good sense 
and kind feeling that the prayer of this Memorial will be granted. 

Signed, on behalf of the Grand Jury, 

Daniel Smithwick, 

Foreman. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 25 March 1856. 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 18th instant, forwarding a Memorial and Resolutions of the grand 
jury of the city of Kilkenny, assembled at the late Spring Assizes, relative to the 
removal of the additional police force stationed in that city ; and I am to acquaint 
you, for the information of the Memorialists, that his Excellency cannot concur in 
the propriety of at present removing the additional police force which has been 
recently stationed in the city of Kilkenny ; that extra force having been rendered 
necessary by a series of disgraceful disturbances, endangering the peace of the 
city and the liberty of the subject, which had formed the subject of correspondence 
with the Mayor and bench of magistrates. 

His Excellency, however, desires me to add, that he will be glad, when the 
state of the city shall again become such as to enable him to withdraw the extra 
force in question. 



Daniel Smithwick , Esq., 
Kilkenny 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 



County 
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County of Kilkenny. 



Kilkenny, 21 April 1856. 

With reference to the annexed minute as to the statement at (A), I beg to 
state that I have made inquiries, and I find that Constable M'Cormick's reason for 
having expressed that opinion was in consequence of having seen some of the 
Scripture-readers standing in the middle of the street with some of the boys who 
distribute the tracts. At the time, the constable and his party were at some little 
distance, and while they were approaching, one of the Scripture-readers, named 
Warren, was walking up and doVn, and speaking very loudly; but the constable 
was not sufficiently near to hear what he said. At this time there were no persons 
beyond what was ordinary or usual in the street ; but the women were standing at 
the doors. Upon the constable coming up, Warren said he had been struck with 
a stone, and produced one ; hut which the constable states he saw him root out of 
the channel as he was coining up. A woman then stated to the constable that 
she had been struck with a stone by one of the boys who held the tracts, and 
pointed him out to the constable, requesting him to get his name, that she might 
summons him. The constable asked the boy his name, which he gave at once ; but 
Warren got into an excited state, and told the constable he would report him, 
This*is the only cause, added to the demeanor and manner of Warren, that Con- 
stable M‘Cormickhad for making the statement at (A). I think it right, however, 
to add, for the information of the Inspector-general, that the prevalent impression 
in this city amongst all classes, and I have been speaking to several Protestant 
gentlemen upon the subject, is, that these Scripture-readers are not avei-se to a 
certain extent of opposition, but the contraiy; and that they select, therefore, the 
most remote and out-of-the-way places to exhibit themselves. The assigned motive 
for this is, that the opposition tends to strengthen them in their situations, for 
w'hich they receive a salary of from 2 10 s. to 3 Z. a month ; and that it tends 

also to increase the subscriptions to the society in England, where the account of 
this opposition and these riots is published in an exaggerated form. I give this 
solely as the general impression that exists, and in a very decided mauner, in the 
public mind of all classes in Kilkenny (except those connected with the movement), 
without venturing to express any opinion of my own upon the subject. T.his I 
know, that no good wdiatever has arisen, or is likely to arise, in the point of view 
with which the movement has been undertaken, but the contrary ; ill-feeling has 
been excited and stirred up between two cla.sses of Her Majesty s subjects previously 
living in harmony and cordiality together, and this has extended beyond the mere 
mob of women and boys who attack and hoot these men in the suburbs of the 



town. 

’Tis right also to state, for the information of the Inspector-general, that the 
late order for the police to remove any placai-ds pointed out by the mayor or magis- 
trates as being offensive, or likely to lead to a breach of the peace, has given rise 
to what I cannot designate as anything less than a ridiculous and disgraceful 
scene, and one which the members of the force (one and all) consider derogatory 
and painful to their position ; ’tis this: One of the Scripture-readers, accompanied 
by four or five boys, with rolls of placards under their arms, another carrying a 
ladder, and another a pot of paste and a brush, proceed through the streets for the 
purpose of pasting these placards. The mayor considers them offensive, and likely 
to lead to a breach of the peace, and he sends three or four police in their wake, 
with a man of his own, carrying another ladder, and a mob of woruen and children 
following ; the whole shouting and cheering. No sooner does the Scripture-reader 
succeed in getting a placard posted, and goes on to another P^e, than the niayor s 
ladder is set, and a policeman mounts to take it down. The policemen have a 
written order from the mayor, containing a printed copy of the placard so to be 
removed. The procession, for I can call it nothing else, proceeds in this manner 
through the streets, which I consider both ridiculous and disgraceful, ihe police, 
if even not ordered themselves to remove the placards, should be on the spot, or 
immediately in the neighbourhood, to prevent riot; for it would no sooner be up 
than the mob would proceed to take it down ; the others would defend i , and the 
least that could ensue would be a pelting match of mud, or in default thereof, in 
this dry weather, of stones. It is also becoming now a matter of who can have 
the longest ladder, and some of these placards have been posted lo or 16 feet from 
the ground. In some instances the posters have got out of windows, and posted 
them even still higher, where they cannot he got at, but where from being P®'^ed 
320 . -*3 
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with mud, tliewindow is likely to be broken ; they have also been posted on boai-ds 
and hung out of windows by a cord, whicii is drawn up when any attack has been 
made upon them. I cannot but believe that if these placards ai-e illegal when un 
it is illegal to put them up ; and that if the mayor has a legal right to remove 
them, he would have an equally legal right to prevent their being posted in the 
first instance. If they are calculated to lead to a breach of the peace, 1 consider 
the lattei' measure would be just as legal as the former, and much more effective 
and prevent the unseemly processions in the streets. - * 

The whole business has now merged into sheer opposition between the society 
and the local authorities in Kilkenny. The posting of the placards can answer 
no purpose whatever; for, in the first instance, no Roman-catholic would be seen 
reading them, and in the next place they are covered with mud, effirced, or torn 
down before they are five minutes up. On the other hand, these very facts render 
their removal an unnecessary piece of bravado. 

(signed) Roberl Curtis, 

Co. In. 



County of Kilkenny City. 



District of Kilkenny, Snk-District of James-street, Barony of Kilkenny, Parish of 
St. Patrick, Townland of Upper Patrick-street. 

Report of Outrage. 

2. Name and distance of nearest] 

police station in this county from scene I 

of the occurrence? J 



3. If a station of another county be] 

nearer the scene, state also its name I 
and distance ? J 

4. When (stating the hour) was a] 

patrol last at or near the scene previous i 
to the occurrence ? J 

5. When (stating the hour) and by] 

whom reported to the police? / 

6 . (stating the hour) reported] 

to the ofiicer, and when did he visit the I 
scene ? f 



A patrol at the time and at the ]dace. 
At 10 o’clock p.m. J. Wai-ren. 

At 4 o’clock p.m. 



class or condition of] 
life of injured person ? ] 

8. If a reward seems expedient, sug-i 
gest to what amount. If not expedient i 
to be stated. 

9. Is it expedient to insert descrip-l 

tion m Hue and-Cry } ^ 

10. Before what magistrate or otheri 
authority have informations been sworn I 

or inquiiy been had ? j 



James Warren, Scri]>turc-rcader; M. 
Cashin, M. Spellacly, D. Quinn, boys 
distributing tracts. 

Public 

Private, by Government, £. 



11. Name of persons arrested ? 






Further 
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Further Report of ^ {as the case may he). 



Statement. 

Kilkenny, 1<5 April 1856. 

I have to report, that at one o’clock 
on yesterday, the 15th instant, James 
Warren, Scripture-reader, and the above- 
named boys, came to James-street bar- 
i-acks and made the following statement, 
which was taken down in writing by 
Head- constable Holmes: 

“ Tliat they had been assaulted at 
Upper Patrick-street, while distributing 
bills. A woman first struck Cashin 
with her fist ; a girl came up and struck 
Spellacly, with a stone in her hand. A 
crowd of about 40 persons, consisting of 
men, and women, and children, assembled, 
and pelted mud and stones. Warren 
says that he was struck with a stone on 
the fece, and with one on the back. 
Daniel Quinn also states that he was 
struck with a stone in the side. A police 
patrol came up at the time. J. Warren 
says, that he was strack with a stone, 
and he in conversation with the con- 
stable. One woman’s name was taken 
down by Constable M'Cormack, in 
charge of the patrol. Warren farther 
stated that the people seemed more ex- 
cited after the police came up; they 
shouted and said they got what they 
deserved. 

(signed) “ fV. F. JVinslow, 

“ S. I. 2.’ 



Aggravated assaults (3). 

J. Brownrigg, 

April 17, ’56 

Inspector- General. 

A is a serious charge. 

T A L 

18 April ’56. 

Send to the County Inspector for his 
opinion, and the grounds for it, 

D. M‘G. 

19 April ’56. 



City of Kilkenny. 

James-street, Temporary Ban-ack, 
15 April 1856. 

I HAVE to report that I was on patrol this day in charge of 
Sub-constables Keligber, Kearney, Sherwood, and Cuiren, and 
at 12 o’clock noon I patrolled Upper Patrick-street, which 
was quiet. On our return I .heard some shouting, apparently 
the noise of women and girls. I proceeded to the place ; it 
was then 20 minutes after 12 p.m., and saw Warren, the Scrip- 
ture-reader, and three other tract distributors, with papers in 
their hands, standing on the .Harrow road leading from the 
Cross to the Callan-road ; there were some women and chil- 
dren on the footpaths at their houses. On coming towai-ds 
them we saw Warren forcing a stone from the channel with 
his shoe. On our approach some women came from their 
houses and complained of the ti-act distributors entering then- 
houses and dropping tracts on their floors. One woman 
charged Quinn with thrusting a tract in her bosom. Warren 
charged her with an assault, and said there were stones thrown 
at him, and produced the stone we saw him taking up; he said 
Spellady was assaulted. 1 asked him (Spellady) to point out 
the person who assaulted him ; he declined doing s^ saying 
she was too little. I got the name of the woman for Warren ; 
she asked me to give her Quinn’s name, and on my ^king it 
Warren became very much excited, so much so that I thought 
he would assault me ; be, in a very loud tone of voice, said he 
A A would 

220, ^ T- 
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would report to me to the people ; shouted. Then I saw a state- 
ment taken from Warren by Head-constable Holmes, in which 
he states he was struck with a stone while speaking to me ; 
and I think it right to contradict it, such not having occurred, 
nor did he complain of it at the time. I think it right also 
to state, that at no time was the crowd up to 40 persons, nor 
more than 20 ; and I wish to state, as my own conviction, 
from the position of those men, that they were endeavouring [ / A \ 
to excite the people to commit a breach of the peace, which I 
was only prevented by our timely arrival. 

(signed) James M' Cormack, 

Constable 3,100. 

sub-constables, fully concur in the 

Daniel Kearney, 

1st Sub-Const. 14,681. 

Patrick Keligher,^ 

2nd Sub-Const. 17,341. 

George Sherwood, 

1st Sub-Const. 18,556. 

Patrick Curran, 

2nd Sub-Const. 15,119. 



We, the undersigned 
above statement : 

(signed) 



W. F. Winslow, Esq., 
Sub-Inspector. 
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